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Sanitary  Report 

OF  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1903. 


Town  Hall,  Leamington, 

27th  January,  1904. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Sanitary  condition  of  your  Borough  for  the  year  1903,  and 
I  think  that  the  following  statements  and  figures  will  bear  me  out 
in  saying  that  the  year  has  been  one  of  Sanitary  progress.  The 
Borough  continues  to  hold  its  reputation  as  a  Health  Resort,  and 
keeps  to  its  traditions  as  regards  the  numerous  precautions  taken 
to  protect  the  public  health. 

Vital  Statistics. 

I  believe  that  a  fairly  approximate  population  for  the  year 
is  reached  by  adding  a  little  more  than  half  the  natural  increase  to 
the  figures  of  1902,  thus  giving  the  population  for  1903  as  27,017. 

Births. 

487  Births  (262  males,  225  females)  were  recorded,  yielding 
a  birth-rate  of  18*02,  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  having 
been  19*20. 
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The  following  tables  show  Births  and  Birth-rates  by  Wards 
and  Quarters  : 


Wards. 

Births. 

Birth-Rates. 

■*.?.[—  .  I~  s.  ...  ■  ■■  -s-as.  -  m\\  m 

Estimated 
Population,  1902 

North-East 

115 

15  83 

7,269 

South-East 

182 

21-52 

8.456 

West  ... 

135 

1806 

7,475 

Milverton  &  Lillington 

55 

14-40 

3,817 

487 

18-02 

27,017 

Quarters. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Birth-Rates. 

1st 

74 

55 

129 

19-09 

2nd 

73 

49 

122 

18-06 

3rd 

55 

58 

113 

16-73 

4th 

60 

63 

123 

18-21 

Totals 

262 

225 

487 

18-02 

Deaths. 

405  deaths  were  recorded,  and,  on  adding  26  deaths  of 
inhabitants  who  died  in  Hatton  Asylum  and  Warwick  Union 
Workhouse,  and  deducting  36  deaths  of  persons  not  inhabitants, 
who  died  in  Leamington,  the  correct  number  of  deaths  is  found 
to  be  395,  showing  a  death-rate  of  14*6. 
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Mortality  by  Quarters. 


Quarters. 

Total 

Mortality. 

Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

Under  1  year 

1  year 

and  under  5. 

5  years 
and  under  15. 

15  years 
and  under  25. 

25  years 

and  under  65. 

65  years 

and  upwards. 

Total. 

Under  5  years. 

Over  5  years. 

Totals. 

1st 

16 

8 

0 

2 

27 

53 

106 

3 

3  3 

3 

15  6 

2nd 

t 

17 

7 

3 

1 

39 

46 

113 

2 

) ) 

2 

16-7 

3rd 

12 

5 

4 

3 

24 

38 

86 

1 

) ) 

1 

12-7 

4  th 

16 

4 

1 

1 

39 

39 

100 

1 

)) 

1 

14-0 

Totals. 

61 

24 

8 

7 

129 

176 

405 

7 

) ) 
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The  above  figures  include  all  deaths  within  the  Borough, 
whether  of  residents  or  non-residents. 


Mortality  under  5  years  shows  much  the  same  figures  as  the 
previous  year,  but,  in  the  aged,  there  is  a  marked  increase,  due 
largely  to  the  inclemency  of  the  climate  throughout  the  year. 

I  must  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  former  reports  touching 
the  ignorance  of  working-class  mothers  as  to  food  suitable  for 
infancy,  as  to  cookery,  as  to  seasonable  clothing  in  infancy,  as  to 
personal  cleanliness  and  house  ventilation.  All  these  points  bear 
upon  disease  and  mortality,  and  I  would  much  like  to  see  instruc¬ 
tion  in  these  matters  insisted  upon  in  our  educational  system,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  a  lowering  of  the  death-rate  under  5  years  of 
age  would  result. 

The  deaths  under  1  year  show  a  proportionate  infantile 
death-rate  of  125*2,  a.  marked  decrease  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

27  children  who  died  under  5  years  were  insured. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  remarkably  low7,  namely,  0*25  ; 
the  average  for  previous  ten  years  0*40. 

The  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Phthisis) 
was  0*59. 
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Causes  of  Deaths  under  5  Years  : 


Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  26 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  11 

Marasmus  .  .  ...  ...  ...  10 

Convulsions...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Debility  from  Birth  ...  ...  6 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Imperfect  Development  ...  ...  4 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dentition  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accident  at  Birth...  ...  ...  1 

Spinal  Disease  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dropsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Haemoptysis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septicaemia...  ...  ...  ...  1 


85 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Small-Pox. 

In  April  a  female  domestic  was  reported  in  South-East  Ward 
as  suffering  from  Small-Pox.  The  girl  had  visited  Coventry  where 
the  disease  was  somewhat  prevalent,  and  was  taken  ill  on  the 
twelfth  day  after  her  return  home.  Immediate  steps  for  her  removal 
to  hospital,  for  disinfection,  for  vaccination  and  quarantine  of  all 
“  Contacts,”  were  taken,  with  happ;est  results. 

In  August  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Scarborough 
called  my  attention  to  a  case  of  Small-Pox,  notified  there  on  23rd, 
which  had  been  in  possible  contact  with  several  ladies  and  gentlemen 
from  Leamington,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  Scarborough  Lawn 
Tennis  Tournament.  These  persons  were  visited  by  Dr.  Rice, 
acting  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  my  absence  on  leave,  and 
directions  were  given  as  to  the  proper  precautions  to  be  observed 
while  in  quarantine.  No  further  case  resulted. 


Zymotic  Deaths  : 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  ... 
Diarrhoea 
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Chicken=Pox. 

This  disease  was  again  made  notifiable  for  twelve  months, 
from  31st  March,  1903,  owing  to  the  continued  presence  of  Small- 
Pox  cases  in  near  districts.  Many  times  I  was  called  to  examine 
cases,  and  frequently  found  it  difficult  to  determine  for  some  days 
between  Small-Pox  and  Chicken-Pox.  In  no  instance,  however, 
did  the  disease  prove  to  be  the  more  grave  complaint.  200  cases 
were  reported  ;  the  greater  prevalence  existing  in  January,  April, 
May,  June,  November  and  December.  No  death  was  reported. 

Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever. 

2  cases  were  reported,  both  imported  from  a  distance.  No 
death  occurred. 

On  20th  May  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  City  of 
London  wrote  me  that  possibly  Enteric-infected  blankets  had  been 
sent  in  large  quantities  from  South  Africa  for  disposal  in  this 
country.  I  heard  that  some  had  reached  Weston  Reformatory, 
and  I  at  once,  in  order  to  save  time,  went  over  to  Weston,  which  is 
not  in  my  district,  and  warned  the  officials,  and  gave  the  necessary 
instructions  until  the  proper  Medical  Officer  of  Health  had  been 
notified.  The  blankets,  I  believe,  had  not  been  in  use.  In  Leam¬ 
ington  the  Inspectors  made  a  tour  of  Ihe  drapers’  and  upholsterers’ 
warehouses  and  public  institutions.  After  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
information  a  consignment  was  found  in  one  warehouse.  These 
blankets  were  seized  and  taken  for  disinfection  before  return  to  the 

t 

owners.  No  evil  followed,  I  am  glad  to  say,  but  the  consequences 
might  have  been  appalling  if  the  sanitary  authorities  all  over  the 
country  had  not  been  put  upon  their  guard.  The  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  thanked  this  Health  Department  for  the  care  and 
promptitude  displayed  in  this  matter. 

Whooping  Cough 

Caused  4  deaths,  and  was  prevalent  in  first  half-year. 

Diphtheria* 

t 2  cases  were  notified,  of  which  6  were  verified  by  Bacter¬ 
iological  examination.  1  death  occurred.  Sanitary  defects  were 
found  in  premises  of  six  cases. 

Membranous  Croup. 

1  case  was  imported  from  a  distance. 
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Scarlet  Fever  (Scarlatina). 

81  cases  came  to  my  notice.  62  were  sent  to  hospital.  1  he 
complaint  was  generally  distributed  through  the  wards,  and  was  not 
particularly  prevalent  at  any  one  period  of  the  year.  No  death  was 
reported.  Some  authorities  are  inclined  to  believe  that  hospital 
treatment  of  scarlet  fever  does  not  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
This  may  be  so  in  the  larger  cities  and  more  crowded  districts,  but 
in  Leamington  I  believe  that  hospital  isolation  does  check  the 
spread  of  scarlet  fever.  And,  this  I  would  expect  as  a  result,  where 
there  is  not  overcrowding  of  the  sick,  where  great  care  is  taken  in 
disinfection  in  all  its  branches,  and  in  the  examination  of  patients 
on  discharge. 

Measles. 

This  was  prevalent  in  a  mild  form  in  January  and  February, 
and  caused  the  closure  of  the  Infant  Department  of  St.  Luke’s  and 
Bath  Place  Schools  for  a  period  of  fourteen  days.  When  I  find 
forty  per  cent,  of  absentees,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  an  infectious 
disease  in  any  school,  I  generally  advise  the  Local  Government 
Board  as  to  closure,  and  hitherto  with  beneficial  results.  No  death 
was  reported. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

This  has  been  voluntarily  notifiable  here  for  two  years,  and 
I  think  with  good  effect.  The  disease  is  better  under  control,  and 
we  now  know  of  all  new  cases,  and  in  case  of  death  our  system  of 
disinfection  of  premises,  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  exercises  some 
influence  in  limiting  the  spread  of  infection.  I  think  it  advisable  to 
continue  voluntary  notification  ;  the  advantages  are  palpable  and 
the  cost  trifling.  In  eleven  cases  Bacteriological  examination  was 
made,  and  showed  the  characteristic  bacilli  in  five  only 

By  some  large  cities  in  England  this  disease  has  been  made 
compulsorily  notifiable.  Such  a  step  is  not  necessary  just  yet  in 
Leamington.  The  voluntary  method  fulfils  all  the  requirements  of 
the  town.  1  would  ask  all  my  medical  brethren  to  aid  me  in 
notifying  every  possible  case,  to  have  the  same  verified  at  Birming¬ 
ham  University,  and  to  call  upon  our  Health  Department  to  dis¬ 
infect  premises  after  a  death.  I  would  also  like  to  hear  of  the 
removal  of  any  case  to  any  other  town.  The  printed  notices  as  to 
spitting  in  public  places  of  resort  and  public  conveyances  do  not 
seem  to  have  successfully  caught  the  attention  of  people  in  general, 
and,  as  I  before  remarked  in  my  last  report,  spitting  will  continue 
in  public  conveyances  and  places  of  resort  until,  as  in  many 
countries,  the  act  is  made  penal. 
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General  Improvements  and  Suggestions. 

The  Borough  was  divided  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  into 
Sanitary  Districts  North  and  South  of  the  river  Leam.  Mr. 
Anderson  has  charge  of  the  Northern  District,  and  Mr.  Harman, 
the  junior  Inspector  of  Nuisances, who  took  on  duty  in  January,  has 
charge  of  the  Southern  District,  The  new  bridge  over  the  river 
adjoining  the  “  Mill  ”  property,  and  the  Refuse  Destructor,  were 
inaugurated  during  the  summer.  The  bridge  and  waterfall  beneath 
make  a  pleasant  scene,  and  the  picture  is  enhanced  at  night  by  the 
electric  light  The  new  boat-house  and  camber  are  handsome  and 
useful  improvements,  and  around  these,  where  formerly  there 
was  nothing  to  attract  notice,  now  there  is  much  to  delight  the  eye. 

From  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  department  I  find  that  the 
Horsfall  Refuse  Destructor  is  in  full  working  order,  with  a  well-con¬ 
structed  road  leading  to  it,  and  has  consumed  650  tons  per  month. 
The  expenses  formerly  incurred  by  the  old  method  of  refuse  disposal 
will  be  done  away  with,  and  in  time  the  new  apparatus  ought  to 
prove  a  saving  to  the  rates.  A  handsome  new  ventilating  lamp- 
column  has  been  erected  over  the  sewer  at  Newbold-terrace,  and 
four  new  ventilating  shafts  have  been  placed  in  different  parts  of  the 
town.  Sewer  flushing  has  been  regularly  carried  out,  nearly  eight 
millions  of  gallons  of  water  having  been  used  during  the  year.  Any 
complaint  of  street  smells  is  now  rarely  heard. 

The  average  consumption  of  water  per  head  daily  has  been 
22*21  gallons,  and  the  periodic  analyses  of  water  have  been 
satisfactory. 

I  must  continue  to  deplore  that  we  do  not  yet  possess  a 
public  abbatoir.  Though  we  now  and  then  catch  and  punish  an 
offender,  for  the  sale  of  unsound  meat,  I  am  certain  that  large 
quantities  of  such  must  of  necessity  escape  the  notice  of  the 
authorities. 

The  risks  encountered  in  the  consumption  of  unsound  food 
it  would  be  difficult  to  reckon  up,  and  I  think  that  every  one  found 
guilty  of  the  sale  of  such  ought  to  be  punished  on  every  occasion 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  law.  The  same  remark  will  apply  to  the 
watering  of  milk.  For  this  an  offender,  in  my  opinion,  should  be 
shown  no  mercy,  as  the  practice  is  not  only  dishonest  and  fraud¬ 
ulent  but  also  dangerous  to  the  public  health  The  fraud  is  practised 
on  those  least  able  to  protect  themselves. 
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The  Manager  of  the  Pump-room  reports  another  successful 
season,  and  a  large  increase  in  “  Radiant  Heat  ”  and  “  High 
Frequency  Current”  treatments.  “Vichy”  and  “  Aix  Douche'’ 
baths  are  still  deservedly  popular,  but  the  swimming  baths  were  not 
as  well  patronised,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  inclement  summer. 

The  New  Spa  Well  answers  all  expectations.  The  yield 
continues  large,  while  the  quality  of  the  water  is  superior  to  any 
other  supply.  A  new  medico-mechanical  instrument,  the 
“  Arthromotor,”  has  lately  been  installed,  and  is  worked  by  a  one- 
horse  power  motor.  This,  according  to  the  Inventor  (Dr. 
Scholders),  should  prove  a  boon  in  all  cases  of  disease  of  the 
human  locomotor  apparatus,  including  the  muscles,  tendons,  bones, 
and  articulations.  The  instrument  is  said  to  embody  in  itself  most 
of  the  “  Lander  ”  appliances;  and  can  be  regulated  to  any  degree. 

The  whole  establishment  is  now  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  all 
departments,  and  local  members  of  the  Medical  profession  are 
cordially  invited  to  make  an  inspection  at  any  time,  and,  if  they 
so  choose,  may  try  the  baths  free  of  cost. 

In  Table  V.  I  have  given  some  Meteorological  Observations 
for  the  year,  as  to  Barometric  Pressure,  Air  Temperature,  and 
Rainfall,  compiled  from  figures  given  me  by  the  Borough  Surveyor 
and  the  Manager  of  the  Gas  Works  (Mr.  Berridge). 

At  present  the  Borough  has  no  proper  Observatory  fitted 
with  Meteorological  Instruments.  I  hope  that  a  site  for  one  will  be 
found  before  this  present  year  is  gone. 

By  the  ready  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  my  work  has  been  made  easier 
of  accomplishment,  and  for  this  I  am  grateful, 

Dr.  Rice  has  on  several  occasions  performed  important  duties 
for  me  in  my  absence  ;  and,  it  frees  me  from  anxiety  to  know  that 
he  is  ever  ready  to  act  as  M.O.H.  in  emergency.  I  beg  to  thank 

him. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SAMUEL  BROWNE,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
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BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1903. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  and  approval  my  ninth 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the 
year  1903.  For  Sanitary  purposes  the  work  is  now  divided  into  two 
Districts,  Nos.  1  and  2.  No.  1  District  comprises  that  portion 
of  the  Borough  lying  to  the  North,  and  No.  2  District  that  lying 
to  the  South  of  the  River  Learn.  This  report  deals  more  particularly 
with  No.  1  District,  in  addition  to  the  work  connected  with  the 
Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  and 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Department. 

Complaints. 

205  complaints  were  received  and  attended  to.  Many  of 
these  were  of  a  frivolous  nature,  and  others,  upon  investigation, 
were  found  to  relate  to  matters  entirely  ouside  the  duties  of  the 
Sanitary  Officials.  Where  necessary,  steps  were  taken  to  remove 
the  nuisances  complained  of. 

General  Work. 

318  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  and  I  am  again 
pleased  to  report  that  no  serious  friction  was  created  in  having  the 
notices  complied  with. 

147  smoke  and  other  tests  were  applied  to  discover  defects  in 
drainage,  &c.  ;  and  98  drains  were  relaid  to  a  sanitary  condition  : 
34  choked  drains  were  cleansed,  21  new  drains  were  "provided  to 
replace  those  considered  to  be  in  an  unsuitable  position,  or  for  other 
sanitary  reasons  ;  13  drains  were  removed  from  inside  houses;  27 
brick  drains  replaced  by  glazed  pipe  drains:  114  defective  gullies 
and  traps  replaced  by  sanitary  gullies  and  traps. 
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6i  insanitary  w.c.’s  were  replaced  by  sanitary  w.c ’s  ;  31  soil 
pipes  and  37  ventilation  pipes  replace  defective  or  unsuitable  or 
defective  soil  and  ventilation  pipes  ;  53  intercepting  traps  and  34 
inspection  chambers  were  also  provided.  163  “  Water  Tests  ”  were 
applied  to  new  and  relaid  drains. 

q  cesspools  were  abolished  ;  33  soft  water  cisterns  cleaned  ; 
52  dwelling-houses  were  white-washed  bv  notice  ;  57  accumulations 
of  manure  and  filth  were  removed,  and  494  visits  were  paid  to 
sanitary  work  in  progress. 


House  to=  House  Inspections. 

224  inspections  were  made,  and  where  nuisances  or  defects 
were  found  to  exist  notices  were  served  for  their  abatement  or 
remedy.  In  6  cases  overcrowding  was  found,  and  orders  made  for 
its  abatement. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

5  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses,  having  accommo¬ 
dation  for  63  persons,  exist  in  the  Borough.  124  visits  were  paid  to 
them  during  the  year,  and  no  infringements  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  the  Bye-laws  were  detected,  and  on  the  whole  they  are  kept 
clean  and  in  good  order.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified 
from  them.  Under  the  Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1902,  the 
Common  Lodging  Houses  require  to  be  registered  annually,  and 
this  fact,  I  believe,  inspires  the  keepers  of  these  houses  with  a  laud¬ 
able  desire  to  keep  tneir  premises  in  good  order  and  in  a  sanitary 
condition.  I  have  for  some  years  past  advocated  the  provision  of  a 
“  Municipal  ”  Common  Lodging  House  in  each  district  north  and 
south  of  the  river,  and  I  would  again  bring  this  subject  before  you, 
believing  that  such  a  scheme  would  mitigate  very  much  those  evils 
which  are  inseperable  from  these  places  being  in  the  hands  of 
private  persons,  and  at  little  cost,  if  any,  to  the  ratepayers. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  29  slaughter-houses  within  the  Borough  (22  regis¬ 
tered  and  7  licensed),  and  these  have  been  inspected  regularly  and 
frequently.  They  are  kept  in  good  order  and  clean,  the  offal  and 
garbage  removed  regularly,  and  limewashing  carried  out  far  in 
excess  of  what  is  required  by  the  bye-laws. 
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I  would  again  bring  to  your  notice  that,  although  the  owners 
and  occupiers  do  their  best,  I  believe,  to  comply  with  your  regula¬ 
tions,  the  position  and  construction  of  many  of  the  slaughter-houses 
leaves  much  to  be  desired,  it  being  impossible,  in  many  instances, 
to  bring  them  up  to  modern  requirements  ;  and  I  trust  at  no  distant 
date  Leamington  may  have  a  properly  constructed  public  Abattoir. 

There  are  9  places  licensed  for  tripe- boiling,  and  the  prepa¬ 
ration  of  sausage  skins,  and  these  have  also  been  kept  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition. 

Unsound  Food. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  meat,  fish,  and  fruit  was  given  up 
voluntarily  to  be  destroyed  as  unsound. 

Two  orders  were  obtained  under  Sec.  117  P.  H.  Act,  1875, 
one  for  the  destruction  of  some  rabbits  which  were  purchased  late 
at  night  in  the  streets,  the  purchasers  not.  being  able  to  say,  or 
recognise,  from  whom  they  bought  them ;  the  other  to  destroy  a 
carcase  of  mutton,  brought  into  town  for  sale,  but  which  on  inspec¬ 
tion  proved  to  be  unfit  for  food.  No  prosecutions  were  advisable 
in  either  case. 


Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  flilkshops. 

There  are  15  cowsheds  and  106  dairies  and  milkshops  regis¬ 
tered  within  the  Borough,  and  these  have  been  kept  in  good  condi¬ 
tion  and  clean. 

One  new  cowshed  has  been  built  and  registered  as  having 
accommodation  for  8  cows;  two  dairies  have  been  added  to  the 
register,  while  one  has  been  taken  off. 

The  milch  cattle  are  turned  out  daily  throughout  the  year 
(except  during  inclement  weather)  and  your  veterinary  surgeon 
reports  them  as  having  been  in  good  health  and  free  from  disease. 

The  greater  part  of  the  milk  consumed  in  Leamington  comes 
from  farms  outside  the  district,  and  consequently  these  sources  of 
supply  do  not  come  under  our  supervision. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

56  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year.  These 
consisted  of  milk,  butter,  coffee,  cheese,  pepper,  and  spirits.  One 
sample  of  milk  was  adulterated  with  4  per  cent,  of  added  water, 
and  the  vendor  was  cautioned.  Another  sample  of  milk  was 
adulterated  to  the  extent  of  8  per  cent,  of  added  water,  and  in  this 
case  a  prosecution  was  ordered,  and  the  proceedings  are  still 
pending. 

One  sample  of  spirits  was  adulterated  with  10  per  cent,  of 
water  beyond  the  limit  allowed  by  law.  In  this  case  no  prosecution 
has  taken  place,  the  vendor  having  a  notice  put  up  that  “  All  spirits 
sold  at  this  establishment  are  sold  as  being  mixed  with  water.”  This, 
in  my  opinion,  is  a  very  vague  and  misleading  notice. 


infectious  Diseases  and  Notifications. 

For  the  purposes  of  investigation  and  disinfection  123  visits 
were  paid  to  infected  premises  in  No.  1  District.  39  patients  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  21 1  rooms  were  disinfected, 
including  rooms  where  Phthisis,  Cancer,  or  Measles  occurred,  or  in 
any  case  where  a  medical  man  thought  disinfection  was  necessary. 

39  sets  oi  bedding  and  clothing  were  disinfected  by  steam, 
including  a  quantity  of  Typhoid-fever  infected  blankets  from  South 
Africa. 


All  books  belonging  to  the  Free  Library,  found  on  infected 
premises,  are  taken  charge  of  by  your  Inspectors,  and,  at  their  dis¬ 
cretion,  are  either  destroyed  or  returned  to  the  Librarian  after 
being  disinfected  by  means  of  sulphur  and  dry  heat  combined,  and 
all  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  reported  to  the  Librarian,  so 
that  no  books  may  be  issued  by  him  to  infected  premises  for  a 
period  of  16  days  at  least  from  the  date  of  notification. 

Factory  and  Workshops’  Act,  1901. 

There  are  at  present  36  premises  in  the  Borough  which 
come  under  the  designation  of  Factories. 


17 


There  are  also  53  bakehouses  on  the  register,  containing  64 
workrooms  ;  and  155  workshops  of  various  classes,  containing  257 
workrooms.  These  are  all  regularly  inspected,  to  ensure  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  for  both  sexes,  strict 
cleanliness  and  adequate  ventilation. 

Any  complaints  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  as  to  factories  or 
workshops  were  at  once  attended  to. 

One  bakehouse  has  been  added  to  the  register,  and  3  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses  closed  permanently  under  the  Act.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  underground  bakehouses  (6  in  number)  are  under¬ 
going  structural  alterations,  to  comply,  as  far  as  possible,  with  your 
regulations  as  to  ventilation,  light,  &c.,  to  enable  them  to  obtain  the 
necessary  “  working  ”  certificate  under  the  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops’  Act,  1901. 

In  addition  to  the  above  44  outworkers’  premises  come  under  ' 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

Taken  throughout  I  believe  the  sanitary  staff  may  fairly 
claim  the  past  year  to  have  been  one  in  which,  though  nothing 
of  a  remarkable  character  took  place,  or  any  innovations  were 
attempted  by  them,  good  steady  progress  has  been  kept  up  in 
work  that  will  in  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present,  be  beneficial 
to  the  Borough. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  you,  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  Town  Clerk,  and  the  other  Borough  Officials  for  their  courtesy 
and  assistance  to  me  at  all  times  in  carrying  out  duties  which 
would  frequently,  without  such  assistance,  be  very  difficult  to 
perform  satisfactorily. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  K.  ANDERSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Town  Hall, 

February  4 th,  1904. 
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Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Leamington  Spa, 

January  20th,  1904. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  First  Annual  Report,  being  a  summary  of 
the  work  carried  out  in  No.  2  District  of  the  Borough  for  the 
suppression  of  Nuisances,  and  the  remedying  of  Sanitary  defects  ; 
tending  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  from 
February  1st,  1903,  to  December  31st,  1903. 

The  inspection  of  the  district  has  been  systematically  carried 
out,  and  every  means  taken  to  keep  it  free  from  nuisance.  Owing  to 
this  being  the  first  year  during  which  the  Borough  has  been  divided 
into  two  districts  for  sanitary  purposes,  the  house  to  house  inspection 
has  been  limited;  four  streets  only  having  been  inspected,  viz.,  White 
Street,  Charles  Street,  Ashgrove  Place,  and  Warneford  Place. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  has  been  small  compared 
with  the  population  of  the  district,  and  most  of  them  were  of  a 
trivial  nature,  such  as  cock  crowing,  dog  barking,  &c.,  which  are  not 
nuisances  remedial  under  Public  Health  Law. 

During  the  year  92  complaints  have  been  received,  16  of  which 
were  respecting  Sewer  Ventilators,  or  non-removal  of  refuse,  and  were 
referred  to  the  Surveyor  to  deal  with. 

The  number  of  nuisances  discovered  during  the  year  was  435, 
of  these  349  were  abated  on  December  31st,  1903,  leaving  86  under 
observation  ;  at  the  present  time  96  per  cent,  of  these  are  abated. 
62  dwelling  houses  have  been  inspected  and  716  secondary  inspections 
have  Jbeen  made.  I  give  in  Table  1  a  summary  of  work  done  in 
No.  2  District  during  the  year. 

The  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  have  chiefly 
taken  the  form  of  a  letter,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  they  have 
generally  been  promptly  complied  with,  only  fourteen  statutory  notices 
being  served.  In  9  instances  it  has  been  necessary  to  write  a  second 
letter.  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  report  to  the  Health  Committee 
the  non-compliance  with  a  statutory  notice,  and  no  proceedings  before 
the  Bench  have  been  necessary. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

There  has  been  no  representations  made  of  houses  as  unfit  for 
habitation.  One  case  only  has  come  under  my  notice,  and  that  was  a 
house  much  overcrowded.  The  notice  to  abate  the  overcrowding  was 
complied  with. 

Canal  Boats  Acts. 

The  inspection  of  Canal  Boats  is  in  the  hands  of  a  special 
Inspector  who  resides  at  Warwick. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

The  duties  of  the  Inspector  under  these  Acts,  and  also  under 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders,  are  carried  out  by  the 
Inspector  of  No.  1  District. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  Workshops  within  the  district  have  been  visited  from  time 
to  time  and  found  to  be  in  good  order  generally.  No  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  have  come  under  my  notice,  and  no  intimation  notices  of 
the  existence  of  nuisances  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  and  Workshops.  On  one  occasion  I  found  a  tailor’s 
workshop  in  a  dirty  condition,  and  ill  ventilated,  but  the  nuisance  was 
abated  on  verbal  request 

The  Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  free 
from  structural  defects  likely  to  cause  nuisance.  Limewashing  is 
carried  out  far  in  excess  of  that  required  by  law,  and  the  bakers 
take  pleasure  in  keeping  their  premises  clean  and  tidy.  Every  bake¬ 
house  has  a  notice  hung  up,  calling  attention  to  the  danger  of 
spitting  on  the  floor,  walls,  &c. 

There  are  three  Underground  Bakehouses  in  No.  2  District, 
these  have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Committee.  None  of  them 
are  certified  by  the  District  Council.  One  is  closed,  and  at  the 
two  others  extensive  structural  alterations  are  being  made,  previous 
to  the  granting  of  certificates.  The  Restaurant  Kitchens  have  also 
been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  found  in  decent  order  as  a 
rule.  On  two  occasions,  however,  I  have  had  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  proprietor  to  the  dirty  condition  of  the  floors,  and  in  one 
kitchen  a  defective  downspout  was  repaired  on  verbal  request. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

The  private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district  have  been  regularly 
inspected.  They  have  been  kept  in  fairly  good  order,  two  of  them 
however  are  in  most  unsuitable  positions,  being  converted  railway 
arches.  The  slaughterhouses  and  lairage  are  under  one  roof  and 
without  proper  ventilation.  The  meat  is  hung  up  to  cool  in  the 
same  air  space  as  is  used  by  animals  awaiting  slaughter.  This  is 
most  unsuitable,  and  the  only  way  to  overcome  the  difficulty  is  to 
close  them,  and  this  course  can  only  be  adopted  by  providing  a 
public  Abattoir. 

There  is  one  skin  store  ;  also  a  converted  railway  arch ;  and 
in  the  summer  I  received  numerous  complaints  as  to  the  offensive 
smells  arising  from  the  premises.  These  proved  to  arise  from  some 
stale  butcher’s  fat,  and  I  prevailed  upon  the  occupier  to  send  his 
fat  direct  to  the  station,  and  not  to  store  it  on  the  premises. 


Unsound  Food. 

I  have  made  periodical  inspections  of  the  various  shops  and 
stalls  where  food  is  exposed  for  sale,  especially  on  Saturday  evenings. 
I  have  also  inspected  the  contents  of  the  various  hawker’s  carts. 

There  has  been  no  seizures  of  unsound  food  in  No.  2 
District  during  the  year. 


Offensive  Trades. 

In  August  it  was  reported  that  an  offensive  trade  had  been 
established  in  the  district  without  the  written  consent  of  the  Local 
Sanitary  Authority. 

A  notice  was  served  on  the  occupier  of  the  premises  to  cease 
carrying  on  the  trade,  which  was  complied  with. 

The  Local  Sanitary  Authority  have  since  received  application 
for  permission  to  carry  on  this  trade,  and,  after  a  visit  of  inspection, 
it  was  resolved  that  permission  be  given  to  carry  on  the  trade,  after 
certain  structural  alterations,  suggested  by  the  Inspector  as  necessary, 
had  been  carried  out:  This  work  is  now  completed,  and  the  trade  has 
commenced. 
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I  have  received  no  complaints  respecting  the  various  tripe  and  fried 
fish  shops  in  the  old  town,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that  the  tripe  and 
fish  has  been  cleaned  and  prepared  for  cooking  before  its  arrival  in 
Leamington. 


Common  Lodging=  Houses, 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging-houses  in  No.  2  District. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

There  have  been  47  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  from 
No.  2  District,  of  these  43  were  removed  to  hospital.  7  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  notified,  and  5  removed  to  hospital.  1  case  of 

Small-pox  was  notified,  and  1  removed  to  hospital. 

For  the  purposes  of  disinfection  and  removal  121  visits  were 
paid  to  various  premises,  and  68  rooms  were  fumigated  after  removal, 
or  convalescence,  or  where  the  medical  man  in  attendance  requested 
disinfection. 

One  elementary  school  has  been  fumigated,  and  all  the  books, 
slates,  and  cloth  or  woollen  materials  were  removed  and  disinfected 
by  hot  air. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  senior 
Inspector  (Mr.  J.  K.  Anderson),  and  the  staff  of  the  Town  Clerk’s 
and  Borough  Surveyor’s  departments  for  their  ready  assistance  and 
courtesy  to  me  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALBERT  HARMAN, 

Inspector. 
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TABLE  No.  1. — Nuisances  abated  in  No.  2  District,  1903. 


Effluvia  from  Swine  ... 

Drains  reconstructed  ... 

Sinks  disconnected  from  drain 
New  Sinks  fixed 

Defective  W.C.’s  replaced  by  Sanitary  W.C.’s  ... 

Defective  Pavings  repaired  or  relaid 

Fowls  and  Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  Nuisance 

Accumulations  of  Refuse 

Choked  W.C.’s  cleared 

Syphon  traps  fixed 

Ventilators  fixed  or  repaired 

Houses  in  dirty  conditions  cleaned 

New  Soil  Pipes  fixed... 

Swine  kept  contrary  to  Bye-laws  ... 

Cesspools  removed 
Soft-water  Cisterns  cleansed 
Downspouts  disconnected 
Choked  Drains  cleansed 
Manholes  put  in 
Drains  repaired 

Damp  Walls  rendered  dry . 

Water  put  on  to  W.C.’s 
Defective  Gutters  repaired  ... 

Defective  Roofs  and  Ceilings  repaired 

Dustbins  provided  . 

Overcrowding  abated  ... 
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TABLE  II. —  Comparative  Statement  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  the  last  10  years. 
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8061 

Deaths  of  Residents  occurring  beyond  the  district  are  included  in  sub-column  c  of  this  Table,  and  those  of  Non-residents  registered  in  the  district  excluded. 

Deaths  of  Residents  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  are  allotted  to  the  respective  Localities,  according  to  addresses  of  the  deceased. 

Deaths  of  Residents  which  occurred  in  the  Warneford  Hospital,  the  Home  for  Incurables,  and  the  River  and  Canal,  are  included  in  the  respective  Localities 

to  which  they  belonged. 
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Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases 

NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE 
District. 

Total  Cases 

NOTIFIED  IN 

each  Locality. 

No.  of  Cases  j 
Removed  to  I 
Hospital  from 
each  Locality. 

At  all  Ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  year  and  under  5. 

5  years  and  under  15. 

15  years  and  under  25. 

25  years  and  under  65. 

65  years  and  upwards. 

North-East  Ward. 

South-East  Ward. 

West  Ward. 

Milverton  &  Lillingt’n  W. 

North-East  Ward. 

South-East  Ward. 

West  Ward. 

Milverton  &  Lillingt’n  W. 

Small-pox... 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Cholera 

... 

*  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria 

12 

... 

1 

5 

5 

1 

... 

2 

6 

... 

4 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

... 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

... 

1 

... 

•  *  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  «  • 

... 

Erysipelas 

36 

1 

1 

2 

1 

23 

8 

12 

8 

7 

9 

•  •  • 

•  t  » 

•  •  • 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

81 

1 

12 

55 

9 

4 

... 

21 

32 

18 

10 

13 

31 

10 

8 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Relapsing  Fever ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

Continued  Fever... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  ♦ 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Plague 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Chicken-pox 

200 

8 

87 

103 

2 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

56 

59 

45 

40 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Totals 

333 

10 

102 

166 

19 

28 

8 

91 

109 

70 

63 

14 

36 

10 

8 

Isolation  Hospital  situated  at  Heathcote,  Warwick  R.D. 
Small-pox  Isolation  Hospital  (1902)  situated  at  Fosse,  Southam  R.D. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole  District 
at  subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths 
in  Localities 
(at  all  Ages). 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions.  | 

All  Ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  year  and  under  5. 

5  years  and  under  15. 

15  years  and  under  25. 

25  years  and  under  65. 

65  years  and  upwards. 

North-East  Ward. 

South-East  Ward. 

West  Ward. 

Milverton  &  Lillingt’n  W. 

Small-pox 

Measles... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

|  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

I  Whooping  Cough 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup... 

1 

1 

1 

|  Croup  ... 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

Typhus  Fever... 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

!  Fever — other  continued 

•  •  • 

|  Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

8 

1 

i 

1 

5 

3 

i 

3 

1 

|  Cholera... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

|  Plague  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

Diarrhoea 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

8 

1 

2 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Phthisis 

16 

1 

15 

4 

4 

6 

1 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  .., 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

29 

•  •  • 

15 

14 

5 

8 

8 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

32 

9 

9 

3 

11 

8 

10 

12 

•  •  • 

2 

Pneumonia 

22 

4 

4 

1 

6 

7 

5 

8 

4 

3 

2 

Pleurisy 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

7 

•  .  • 

4 

3 

3 

2 

•  •  . 

2 

Alcoholism — Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

7 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Venereal  Diseases 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

Premature  Birth 

7 

7 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  «  • 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

49 

•  •  • 

21 

28 

9 

21 

9 

3 

7 

Accidents 

5 

•  •  • 

l 

i 

3 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Suicides 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

♦  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

All  other  Causes 

195 

33 

8 

6 

•  •  • 

47 

101 

38 

65 

49 

27 

16 

All  Causes  . 

405 

61 

24 

8 

7 

129 

176 

88 

133 

99 

49 

36 

in  Public  Institutions. 


27 


Table  V.— METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  taken  at  the 

Gas  Works  and  Town  Hall,  1903. 


Month. 

BAROMETER. 

Air  Temperature. 

RAINFALL. 

Means  of 

Means  of 

Maximum 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Minimum 

Inches. 

Days. 

January  ... 

3045 

28-95 

45-8 

40-3 

201 

14 

February 

30'45 

29-15 

52-0 

42  9 

116 

8 

March 

30-05 

28-85 

54-2 

422 

36-2 

17 

April 

30-25 

29-15 

53-5 

398 

0  68 

13 

May 

30  30 

2910 

69-3 

47-4 

381 

14 

June  . 

3033 

29-40 

74-8 

50  4 

2-85 

10 

July  . 

30-20 

29-35 

75-1 

55-3 

1-80 

15 

August 

30-15 

29-00 

70-2 

53-5 

4-32 

16 

September 

30-40 

2890 

65-9 

52-1 

1-86 

10 

October  ... 

29-85 

28-70 

54-1 

48-6 

5-14 

25 

November 

30-45 

29.90 

48-1 

40-7 

1-76 

12 

December 

29-70 

28-80 

43-3 

34  5 

1-34 

11 

3033 
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The  Average  Rainfall  in  inches  for  previous  10  years  was  21.48,  for  the  Average 
Days  of  Rainfall,  153. 


